Science Exploration August 26, 2008
Grades 3/4
Teacher: Kathy Pierson
Dear Parents,

| am excited to get started with science studieshe year! Enclosed is your child’s schedule for
the year, schedule for our first unit on treesdieg from ‘Flash Chart, Trees’ and homework pagdsase
have your child complete the homework each weakdgimize his (her) learning experience. **Please
note that there is homework to prepare for out filass on Tuesday, September 2ighch family will
need a copy of Abeka grades 4&5 science textbdtkglents should come to class each week with a 3-
ring binder with 6 subject dividers. The studemizsne should be clearly written on the front ofthei
notebook. Also include 3/4 grade science with myaa This will help get your child’s notebook reted
safely in the case that it is forgotten at co-ogbél each division with the following titles: 1)@®2)human
body 3)weather 4)simple machines 5)light/soundr@iihi Please clearly mark your child’s backpackwit
his (her) name on the outside, where it can belgleaen. Other personal items (lunch box, caatnse
items brought in, etc, should be clearly labeled/@l). This will be extremely helpful when we tiy
match belongings with children at the end of class.

| will have a helper with me during each scienless. Helpers will assist students with the many
hands on projects done in class as well as lookieg homework.

We will be studying a scientist for each unit thésar. Two students in each class will report on
the scientist for each topic. Every student willds&ed to report on a scientist once during the. yea
Reports will then be displayed at the end of ther y®@-op event so that all parents and studentteean
from them and see what we have been studying. ilB&ba scientist reports will be given out soon.

Please do not stress over homework. Some studéhtsd the assignments very simple and be
able to complete the material on their own. Othélisneed a parent to read the material and et
with the homework pages. For the student that wangsudy a topic further, | will list optional adties,
reading and Internet resources. Remember to lodke@assignment/download page on the ACTS website
to find optional reading material lists for eachtuAlso, if a student misplaces a handout, a nepycan
be made from the same page on the ACTS website.

Field trips will be scheduled to go along with @lass studies when possible. One parent per
family will need to read the field trip guidelinescated on the ACTS website prior to registeringddield
trip. There will be a place for you to sign on fhedd trip registration indicating that you haveadeand will
adhere to these guidelines. With many new fampiasicipating in the Science Explore program each
year, science explore teachers found it necessargrhmunicate details of field trip guidelines. mkaou
in advance for your help in this area to assureftblal trips go smoothly. Field trips will be sadhded on
Friday afternoons when possible. Field trips argoogpl, but will enhance learning about the toplicyou
would be willing to help with organizing or colléaty registrations for field trips, please let meoin Field
trip assistants receive reduced or free entrytimdfield trip that they plan. Occasionally, weidve a
guest speaker present classtime material. Guetsengxperts in the field that we are studyingidgints
will have a report to complete twice during theryddese reports will occur during weather andsird

Please let me know if your child has any foodrglkes, as we occasionally will have food prizes
for certain activities. An alternative prize is givto students who need one. If you have questions
concerns, please e-mail or call me. When | needtomunicate to you, | will be using e-mail, so gea
check it regularly. If you know ahead of time tlyatir child will not be in class, if possible, pteae-mail
me to let me know. It is helpful to know how mastydents will be in class each week as | plan dietss

I look forward to meeting new students and thairepts as well as seeing returning families soon!
| have enjoyed studying the topics for this yeagradhe summer, and hope that students will be eieelx
about science as | have been as | learned so masoae things about our world that God has created.
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