Virginia State Tree
Flower Ing DogWOOd Cornacea€ornus florida

In 1956, Virginia adopted the Flowering Dogwoodtastate tree. The Dogwood tree is deciduous. It
grows well in wet, moist, or dry environments ipaxtially shaded area.

Leaf: Opposite, simple, and have veins that are easgdo

Flower. Very small, but surrounded by 4 large white (@oaally pink) bracts, 2 inches in diameter.
What most people think of as the "flowers" of dog@a@ctually are four 4 large, white (sometimes pink
petal-like bracts that are notched at the end.titteeflower is an inconspicuous, greenish white or
yellowish, compact head in the center of the shbigts. Appearing March to April in southern states
June in northern states.

Fruit: A shiny, oval red berry, 1/4 to 1/2 inch longclusters of 3 to 4. Maturing in September to
October. They are poisonous to humans, but birdo#rer wildlife enjoy eating them.

Twig: Slender, green or purple, later turning gray.

Bark Gray when young, turning very scaly to blockyeTrown to red wood is hard, heavy, strong and
very close grained. It is used for clothing mactshattles and spools as well as for handles ankinal
Form: A small tree with a short trunk that branches Ipvaducing a flat-topped crown.
BranchesOpposite, and assume a "candelabra" appearance.

Dangers to Dogwood Tredsawn mowers and string trimmers cause small &tamrs or cracks in bark,
sometimes chipping off large pieces. This girdiiaduces the amount of conductive tissues that move
water and nutrients from roots to leaves, and petsdof photosynthesis (sugars) from leaves to roots
Most Common Pesthe dogwood boreBynanthedon scitula, is the most common and destructive pest
of Dogwood trees. Borer larvae tunnel and feedvindg wood, destroying vascular tissues and causing
the tree to become weak, branches die-back andtisoesedeath of the tree.




Homework Questions for 9/9/08

VLT T

dult dogood borer
Greatest insect pest which damages Dogwood Trees.

1. What year was the Flowering Dogwood Tree declanediMa’s state tree?

2. A Flowering Dogwood Tree grows best in (full sunpartial shade)?

3. Describe the leaves of the Dogwood Tree.

4. What color are the true flowers of the Dogwood Pree

5. What does the fruit of the Dogwood Tree look like?

What color is the bark on a young Dogwood Tree?

No

As the tree matures, the wood turns to a more bistwned color. Name 4 things that are
made from the wood of the mature Dogwood Tree.

8. Describe the crown of the Dogwood Tree.

9. Lawn mowers and string trimmers can cause damatietbogwood Tree. When the bark
is damaged, it can reduce the amount of tissuentbaes water and nutrients from

to

10.What is the name of the most common pest that tgmidod Tree has? Explain what it
looks like.




